A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Calif. Contest, Sept. 9, Lodi 


The California state yo-yo championship con- 
test will be held this year on Monday, Sept. 9, as 
part of Lodi’s “Field and Fair Day ‘93.” 

Competitions will be held for beginners, inter- 
mediate and advanced yo-yoem, with different 
age categories. 

The Field and Fair Day is an annual fund-rais- 
ing event to raise money to help convert the city’s 
old high school to a community center 

For information on the yo-yo contest, contact 
Steve Speegal, Hutchins Street Square, 125 S. 
Hutchins St. #H, Lodi, CA 95240, or call him at 
209/368-3458. 


Once again, Dennis McBride will serve as the 
judge. Dale My rberg and Bill DeBaisblanc will be 
on hand to demonstrate and teach their yo-yo 
wizardry. Dale will also demonstrate in local 
schools a day or two before the contest. 

“A lot of mementos will be available,” 
Malowney said. In past years, as many as 10,000 
people have attended the three-day festival. 

“The traveling Duncan family yo-yo exhibit and 
contest got the area excited last year,” he said. “We 
will have a modified version of the exhibit at the 
contest, consisting of the oldest and most unique 
parts of the collection. 

For further information about the contest or the 
museum, contact Bob Malowney at Bird in Hand 
Yo-Yos, Chico, 916/893-0545. 


2nd Annual International 


Washington State Contest, Yo-Yo Contest Planned for 


Set for Oct. 16 in Seattle 


The annual Washington State yo-yo competition 
will be held this year on Oct. 16 at Seattle Center, 
Seattle. 

For complete contest details, contact Dale 
Oliver, 14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133, 
206/367-9187. 


National Championships, 
Oct. 2, Chico, Calif. 


The National Yo-Yo Championships will be 
held on Saturday, Oct. 2, in Chico Calif. Chico has 
been the site of the state championships in pre- 
vious years, but “we decided to go national be- 
cause people from other parts of the U.S. were 
coming,” contest planner Bob Malowney of Bird- 
in-Hand Yo-Yos said. “We have had five states 
represented already.” 

This year’s contest will be held at a new loca- 
tion, the Chico Fairgrounds, on Fair Street, as part 
of the annual Chico Expo, a three-day, city-wide 
event. The yo-yo contest will be the headline event 
of the Expo. 

In addition to the contest, yo-yo demonstrations 
will be held all three days of the festival, Friday, 

and Sunday, Oct. 1-3, with the contest 
set for Saturday. 

“We hope to encourage people to trave! here 
from anywhere and get the national media at- 
tracted to yo-y cing as a national sport,” Bob said. 

He added that this is “an amateur event,” with 
beginner, intermediate and championship levels 
of competition. The beginner and intermediate 
categories will be by age categories, with the 
championship contest open to all. 

“A major part of contest day will be taken up 
with individuals winning skill awards to qualify 
them far the contest,” he added. 


JA Fest in N.D., July 24 


The 1993 Second Annual! Intemational Pro/Am 
Yo-Yo Competition will be held at the annual 
meeting of the Intemational Jugglers Association 
(UA), which is scheduled for July 19 through 24 
at the Fargo (N.D.) Convention Center 

The yo-yo contest is tentatively scheduled for 3 
p-m. on Saturday, July 24. 

Categories of competition will be Novice (11 
and under), Advanced (open, amateurs only) and 
open (Open to all ages) (10 trick compulsories, 2 
1/2 to 3 min free style for the top 5 contestants). 
“We're trying to get corporate sponsorship,” ex- 
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plained Dale Oliver, who is putting the competi- 
tion together. 

For complete contest details, contact Dale 
Oliver, 14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133, 
206/367-9187. 

If you have an idea for a yo-yo workshop, con- 
tact Paul Kypric at 313/994-0368. 

We're already expecting several yo-yo ses- 
sions — and you’ ll meet some of the best yo-yoers 
in the worid. 

Not to mention some of the best jugglers in the 
world, who are fabulous to watch. Guaranteed: 
You'll pick up dozens of great ideas that you can 
adapt for your yo-yo act. 

For complete details on the DA and registering 
for the conference, contact Richard Dingman at 
413/367-2401. Call afterS p.m. Eastem time. 


Yo-Yo Competitions 
1993 Trick List and Rules 


If you’ re planning to hold a yo-yo contest — or 
to enter one — the following are the “official” rules 
used in the championship contest at the Interna- 
tional Juggiers Association Convention last July. 
They were shared with us by Dale Oliver, who 
helped prepare them in cooperation with other ex- 
perienced, professional yo-yoers. 

All tricks performed on first attempt receive 5 
points. Second attempt, if necessary, receives 2 
points. 

If more than five inches of string remain outside 
the yo-yo when caught, it is considered a miss. 

Contestant will perform all their division’s 
tricks, one at time, before going on to the next con- 
testant. 

Any throw made while in the trick circle counts 
as a try. 

Only the following may be done while the con- 
testant is on deck (on stage but outside the trick 
circle}: Throwdown, spinner, forward pass, a loop, 
or string adjustments. 

Equipment Any make of solid, fixed-axle yo- 
yo (“retum top” in Canada) may be used. Use the 
same yo-yo for all tricks. Two-handed tricks may 
be done with two new yo-yos. No rigging of yo- 
ys Or string allowed. 

Pick the division that challenges you. 


Novice 


11 and Under 
1, Throwdown 
2. Forward pass 
3. Spinner 
4, Breakaway 
5. Walk the Dog 
6. Rock the Baby 
7. Around the World 
Tie breaker, inside loops 
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Yo-Yos, Unicycles 
& Juggling Equipment 


ee Seen eee Playmaso Pro-Yo 
in Canada, contact: 


Darren Bedford 
71 Jasper Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M6N 2N2 
416-767-6074 


HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 


indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.90 
Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or 8) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 


WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 
1187 Coest Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 831068 


SLO-YO. 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 
bai tll 

evetin 7758 


Advanced 


16 and Under 
1. Walk the Dog 
2. Breakaway 
3. Creeper 
4. Around the comer 
5S. Tidal Wave 
6. Rock the Baby 
7. Flying Saucer 
8. Three leaf clover 
9. Inside loops (5) 
10. Trapeze 
Tie breaker, inside Joops 


Championship 


Open to All 

1, Three leaf clover 

2. Creeper 

3. Trapeze (1 somersault) 

4. Reach for the moon 

5. Double or nothing 

6. Hop the fence (5) 

7. Brain twister (2 somersaults) 

8. Inside loops (10) 

9. Warp drive (3) (running combination of 
world-loop-world) 

10. Atom smasher (split bottom entry, 2 pass un- 
ders (left & right), 1 somersault, minimum). 


Freestyle Finals 

A maximum of five contestants will be eligible 
for the freestyle competition, which will consist 
of 2-1/2 to 3 minute freestyle, 100 points possible. 

In the event of ties for eligibility, one or more of 
the following two-handed tricks will be used as tie 
breakers: 2 handed inside loops (10), 2 handed hop 
the fence (5), Inside loops & hop the fence (5), In- 


Bide toaps & seath for the incon (5}, 2 handed 


WAKING UP TO THE SLEEP MACHINE 


{s interesting to watch people's reaction to a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - 
especially kids and cats. It looks like a regular 
wooden vo-vo. but how does it spin so 
long? The secret is a precision ball hearing axle 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing 
Yo-Yo mne-ups. Too “techy” for some (5 or 
6 were retumed). the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age. holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin. is a calming and 


centering experience. Others are charmed tov. They're 
great for meeting people. Best of all. at a moments notice. 
these particular yo-vos connect me to that part of myself which 
also spins and dances . 


"SLEEP MACHINE -BUTTERFL STYLE_-s35.00 
: ROLLER WOODY ~ (LASSIC STYLE......$30.00 — 
: Name Phone 


| Address 

‘City State Lip 

t hisa/MC Expbate 

‘ fete it ye -Y0S LTD. Phone Orders: 
alifornia Street -) Cyny 

San Framira, (4 8115 ni reality 


reach for the moon (3-5). 
Freestyle will be judged on technical execution, 
performance style and originality and difficulty. 
For further information, contact Dale Oliver, 
14534 Wallingford, Seattle, WA 98133, 206/367- 
9187. 


Back to Vegas in Jan. ‘94 


Yo-y oers and juggiers will retum for the second 
annual Winter Mini-Convention of the Intema- 
tional Jugglers Association at the Showboat Hotel 
in Las Vegas. Tentative dates are January 2-8. 
Registration for the conference will be a mere $65 
forthe week or $15 a day. Hotel rooms will be only 
$22 per night, double occupancy. A real bargain! 

For further details on next year’s conference in 
Las Vegas, contact Pau! Kyprie at 313/994-0368. 


THE YO-YO COLLECTOR 


Sterling Silver Yo-Yo 

Once again we have received an inquiry from a 
reader about a sterling silver yo-yo. 

“] have a Sterling yo-yo with the initial ‘LMS’ 
and engraved ‘sterling covers and steel] base,’” 
writes Fauchon Hong of Berkeley, Calif. “Does 
anyone know the name of the manufacturer?” 

This question has come up before. In our March- 
April 1990 issue, “Mr Yo-Yo” Bob Rule of 
Lawrenceville, Ga., wrote in regard to an earlier 
inquiry: 

“Just a short note regarding your letters on the 
Gorham Sterling Silver Yo-Yo,” he wrote. “At the 
time it was manufactured, it was made for Gor- 
ham by the Union Wading Corp., which manufac- 
tured Festival yo-yos. The yo-yo consisted of a 
regular plastic yo-yo with the silver capstuck over 
the outside... 

“] had the pleasure of going to New York and 
doing a couple of demonstrations for Gorham Sil- 
ver at ithe time of their release. While I don’t 
remember the exact date, it was sometime around 
1971 or 1972. 1 hope this adds some light to the 
Previous inquiries.” 

Fauchon also asks, “Any book published yet 
giving description of different brand name yo-yos 
and their approximate-values?” 

The answer to that one is, so far as we know, no. 

Has any reader put together such a list? 


PROFILE 


John Brown: Muscle Man, 
Yo-Yo Man 


by Redd Hall 

If you think yo-yaing is for sissies, you haven't 
met John Brown. 

“Kids like muscles,” says John Brown. “But 
when they see me yo-yo, they mally get excited! 
Their eyes get so big! You should see them!” 

John ought to know. He’s a world champion 
bodybuilder and holds the tides “Mr Universe” 
and “Mr World” — and he’s alsoa ternific yo-yoer 

Brown, who lives in Brea, Calif., frequendy 
travels throughout the U.S., Canada, Mexico, 
Australia, New Zealand and almost every country 
in Europe on bodybuilding guest posing tours and 
on business for his two clothing lines, Live 
Sportswear and J. Brown Bodybuilding Gear. 

“No matter where I go,” he says, “I always run 
into a kid with ayo-yo. Sol’ ask if ] can borrow 
it, and I'll do some of the tricks 1 know — tricks 
like ‘ Around the World,’ ‘Walk the Dog,’ ‘Man on 
the Flying Trapeze,’ ‘Rock the Baby,’ ‘Gunshot’ 
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and ‘Newspaper Buzzsaw.’ The kids are 
astonished to see me do tricks with their yo-yo, 
and I have fun. I love to see their eyes light up!” 

John has been interested in yo-yos foras long as 
he can remember “When I was a little kid, we al- 
ways had some around the house. I thought it was 
cool when I saw a guy on TV doing yo-yo tricks, 
0] got a book explaining how to do some tricks, 
and I taught myself.” 

Starting with his first yo-yo, a Duncan, which 
he calls “one of the best yo-yas in the world,” John 
went on to “have all kinds —a football-shaped yo- 
yo, golf ball, butterfly. You name it. My friends 
and I would trade them.” 

John yo-yoed “a lot” in elementary school and 
kept it up during junior and senior high school. “I 
was in some contests in the parks,” he remembers, 
“and I'd usually always win.” 

But then his available time diminished when he 
attended Ca! State Fullerton, where he graduated 
with an art major, and then became a professional 
bodybuilder His spare time “went down to noth- 
ing” when he started his business. 

“I don’t have time to practice now,” he says, 
“with my clothing lines, bodybuilding training, 
guest posing and, occasionally, competing. My 
business is really expanding. Within the next year 
or s0, I hope to gross a million dollars in sales in 
Europe and the U.S. 

“When that happens,” he concludes, “I’ll have 
to celebrate and buy myself a whole line of cus- 
tom-made yo-yos!” 

[You can write to John Brown at 1220 Pioneer 
St, Suite H, Brea, CA 92621. “Redd Hall” is the 
pen name of writer Rosemary Hallum of Alameda, 
Calif., the proud owner of a brand new Silver Bul- 
ket 2yo-ya] 


A 6-YEAR-OLD FAN of John Brown's drew 
this picture of his hero, showing his muscles 
and yo-yoing. (In accord with the school's 
policy, the child’s name was not released.) 


AROUND THE WORLD 


Yo-Yos Play Well in Mexico 


by Herman Lau, Sacramento, Calif. 
Did you know they still promote yo-yos the old- 
fashioned way in Mexico? 
On my recent trip to Mexico, this past October, 
I met four Mexican yo-yo demonstrators who 


work for a company called Premier, head- 
quartered in Mexico City. They were doing a yo- 
yO promotion, and I just happened to find out 
about it when I visited Mexico. 

The four demonstrators I met ranged in age from 
21 to 28. The leaderof this group, Mauricio Teran, 
was the same leader of a group I met last year The 
demonstrators of this group Specialized more on 
yo-yos, whereas the leader of last year’s group 
was a specialist with the spin tops. Mauricio 
played both the spin top and the yo-yo and was 
also responsible for teaching all the tricks to the 
Others. 

When I first met Mauricio and Eduardo Zuniga 
they appeared a bit distrustful and asked several 
point blank questions regarding my motives. I told 
them I would like to talk to them so] could men- 
tion them in Yo-Yo Times. Of course, they had 
never heard of the newsletter and were probably 
wondering whether I was pulling their legs. They 
also did not speak English. So the meeting started 
out a bit stiff and awkward because my Spanish 
was also very musty. 

They made it clear at the outset that they could 
not give me any sales information such as how 
many yo-yos they’ve sold in each city they’ve 
visited or how many they plan to sell. They also 
told me they could not tell me what city they were 
going to go to next They explained that some- 
times even they donot know which city they were 
going to go until the last minute. 

This practice was probably a precaution against 
their competitors getting wind of their itinerary 
and beating them to it! However, once I started the 
questioning, they began t© warm up. Several 
minutes later they suddenly asked to see me play 
the yo-yoand spin top. Afterthat, the ice was com- 
pletely broken, and they were very friendly and 
hospitable. They invited me to their hotel where 
they were staying to further talk about and play 


with the yo-yo and tops. Theft I met the other two * | 


Premier demonstrators. 

They told me that Premier started out about 7 
years ago and is one of the major yo-yo manufac- 
turers in Mexico. Premier’sy0-yos are plastic with 
metal axles. They also have a plastic model with 
wood axle. In addition, they manufacture several 
models of plastic spin tops. 

Premier has more demonstrators working for it 
than any other yo-yo company in Mexico, rough- 
ly five or six times more than their next largest 
competitor Altogether, there are two or three 
other major yo-yo companies in Mexico plus a 
few smaller ones. They all compete with each 
other on the market and conduct yo-yo promotions 
pretty much the way the Americans did it in the 
United States during the 1940’s and 1950's by 
using teams of demonstrators going from city to 
city. 

Premier has also run promotions in other 
countries in Central and South America as well as 
in Spain. Premier usually altemates promoting y o- 

yos one year and spin tops the next with a theme 
lor each of the years. For example, this year’s 
theme was the Looney Toons, so all the yo-yos 
sold had Looney Toon characters on them. 
Previous years’ themes include Batman and the 
Ninja Turtles. 

They did one thing I had never heard of being 
done in the United States. At the end of the promo- 
tion, they would go to all the stores that had their 
yo-yos and buy back all the unsold ones. So, if 
anyone wanted to buy a yo-yo after the campaign 
ended, they were out of luck, It appeared that once 
the demonstrators left town and the promotion 
ended, all the yo-yos left with them too. 

All the demonstrators working for Premier are 
from Mexico City and work in four-person groups 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
* Solid Prece of Beechwood 
¢ Official Signature Model 
© Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo ° 


¢ Plastic Carrying Case 
e Made in Sweden 
Singie Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos- $72.00 Pius Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 
Box 349 


Wallace, Idaho 83873 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 
Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 


New video featuring the classic —. 
used in contests for more than 50 
end "Gal 


Still available: sary of fore ficks 44 We 182 
‘Wo- 


25 enn (plus $3 S & H per order). 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride 
P.O. Box 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 
805-688-0301 


HUMMINGBIRD 


CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
oo co a a 
Complete weod rrmnulechst wo sr ny capabilies including: 


@ Millwork 
@ Turnings 
6 Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 14009 FAX: 716-492-4375 
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SPIN-OFFS! 

The Research and Playful Publication 
about Spinning Tops, Gyros, Rotating 
Toys & Related Devices 
Patent reprints, games, articles, how-to's, 
Profiles, yo-yos & tops appearing in art as well 
as old catalogs, recentissue pictures, such as 
the “Go-Go Ring,”a removable yo-yo mounted 
on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 
Add fact to your fun with Spin-Offs 
3 issues/year Actual top included in Spring issue. 

$19/year or $30/2 ycass/Overseas add $6/year 
Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 


—Bastiggton, WI53105_ 


<> roa and be eg 
Your $8 frut-year’s wi 
membership brings yoo: 
Strides! of Pty SR) Dict 


ae PATS 
RIE raat Le wempes sti stieker, too 
‘ee iA oe a, : 


Tar 
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SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Tomes Subucribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time” 


paeting yh 


Groce, host of “Mi 
“Professo: Yo-Yo" Wily seppli musa Sage oh 
$11.95. inet: $5.95 postpaid 


check 4 
be vere —" 
Ye-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 

toradea, VA TOP 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 


PATRONIZE OUR 


ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “Yb-Y Times” are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 
45, 4-6, 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4 and 6-1.. If an issue is 
out of stock, we will send you a photocopy of the 
issuc, unless you specify otherwise. Send $3 for 
each copy ordered. (Postpaid to the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico. For other foreign orders, add $1 for 
postage and handling per issue, except for #2-5 
and 3-2, add $1.50 and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Tirnes, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


with cach group working in a different city at the 
same time. The demonstrators usually work from 
7am tol pm. and from 4 p.m. to 6 pm. They 
mainly work schools and shopping centers, giving 
Gemonstrations and conducting contests. 


— 


Spinning Top Museum, $33 Mitwaukee Ave., 


Each demonstrator works about three elemen- 
tary schools a day. They rarely work high schools 
orcolleges. In addition, they were responsible for 
putting up posters, arranging displays and seeing 
that all the stores were stocked with yo-yas. 

On Sundays, the demonstrators usually go 
around giving group demonstrations at large 
public areas such as a shopping mail ora stadium. 
Usually, they will also appear on local TV stations 
either individually or in groups. 

Near the end of the promotion, they hold a city- 
wide finals competition, where all the prizes are 
given away. Some of the prizes include TV sets, 
bicycles and radios. 

Finally, the demonstrators take back the unsold 
yo-yos from the stores and head to the next city. 
They usually travel by plane or train. When they 
get to their destination city, they hire a driver 
whose only duty is to drive them around within 
the city for the duration of the promotion. The 
promotion in each city usually lasts from one to 
two months depending on factors such as the 
population of the city and the number of schools. 
The promotions are year-round, and the 
demonstrators get two weeks off for every two 
months on the road. 

Although all the demonstrators appeared to be 
able to doa little of both spin tops and yo-yos, they 
told me they usually concentrate on one and com- 
pletely ignore the other depending on whether 
they were working in the yo-yo season or spin top 
season. 

They also told me that yo-yos are much more 
popular than spin tops since they’ re much easier 
toleam. As a result, yo-yos vastly outsell spin tops 
in Mexico. 

Many of the demonstrators are former Duncan 
and/or Jack Russell professionals. One of the 
demonstrators, Eduardo, said he was trained by a 
forme; student of Dale Cliver He mentioned that 
Dale Oliver was in Mexico during the mid 1970's 
to set and start up the Duncan Yo-Yo division 
there. (I met Dale in Chico last year, and he told 
me that, yes, he was in Mexico from ‘76 to ‘78 to 
start the Duncan Yo-Yo Division there.} They told 
me that Duncan now mainly does its promotions 
in South America. 

We spent a very relaxed and enjoyable two and 
a half hours talking and exchanging tricks. At one 
point we all took turns doing our tricks and 
routines with both the yo-yo and spin top, 

They had never seen some of the spin top and 
many of the yo-yo tricks I was doing, and I had 
never seen most of the top tricks they were doing. 
Some of the spin-top ticks we were doing were 
quite interesting because you could see, for ex- 
ample, where a different-looking tick that we 
each did was basically the same trick but it ap- 
peared to have evolved into separate paths inde- 
pendently. 

So although the tricks looked different, they 
were basically variations of each other That's not 
surprising because tops have been a part of 
Mexican childhood culture fora long time. 

Before I left Mexico J gave them the summer 
and fall issues of the Yo- YoTimes newsletter that 
I later found I had with me as well as a copy of the 
spin top publication Spin Off In addition to tops, 

has many interesting historical referen- 
ces, copies of old prints, patents and old ads for 
tops as well as yo-y os. 

They were definitely interested in the ads in Yo- 
Yo Times for the many different types of yo-yos 
made here in the United States, which they were 
not familiar with. 

One of the demonstrators did read a little bit of 
English, so J also left them a copy of Helane 


Zeiger’s The World on a String yo-yo book. 


They were quite intrigued by many of the photos 
in the book such as the old photos of patches and 
Cheerio yo-yos, which for some reason they were 
quite familiar with. They had asked about Cheerio 
earlier in the conversation. They even asked if 
Cheerio was still in existence. 

When I left, they gave me Premier yo-yos, 
posters, spin tops, souvenir key chains, and other 
such items. 

I felt extremely lucky that I was able to see 
how yo-yos are still being promoted in other 
countries. The fact that I was able to meet and talk 
with some of the people invalved made this tripto 
Mexico all the more extraordinary for me. I hope 
your readers will find this information interesting. 


YO BRIEFS 


@ Yo-Yo Times was the subject of a story in the 
March/April 1993 issue of . Thanks 
to Richard Fota of Redford, Mich, for sending us 
3 copy. 

e According to a! i 
a aie 1993 issue, 
you can receive a free Go-Go Yo-Yo called a “Tire 
Yo-Yo” (which looks like a tire) for “free.” The 
yo-yo is free, but you'll have to send $2.00 for 
postage and handling to Marlene Monroe, Dept 
YYT, 6210 Ridge Manor Dr, Memphis, TN 
38115-3411. 

@ Reruns of “The Smothers Brothers 
Hour,” orginally recorded in 1967-69, continue 
on E! Entertainment cable network, available on 
many local cable networks. Unfortunately, the 
broadcasts do not include any appearances by The 
Yo-Yo Man (Tom Smothers), but they do show- 
case some of the greatest entertainers of that era 
and they give you a great idea of what Tom and 
Dick Smothers’ act was like before the birth of The 
Yo-Yo Men, which came about a decade latér 
Your letters to executives of E! and CBS from 
viewers may helpencourage one or both networks 
to retum Tom and Dick to the airwaves once again 
with a new weekly show. 

@ Paul Kyprie, Jon Gates and Mark Hayward 
demonstrated their yo-yo skills at the Columbia, 
Missouri, Juggling Festival in April. They ap- 
peared during the public show as the Nyuk Nyuk 
Ny uk Brothers. “Jon was Curlie, Mark was Larry, 
and I was Mo,” Paul Kypric told us. “We put glow 
Sticks inside the yo-yo covers and performed to 
music in the dark. We got a great response from 
the audience.” 


Yo-Yo Man, Moviemaker, 


Are Subjects of Local Story 


Marvin Akers, brother of the late Bamey Akers, 
and a yo-yoman himself in the 1930s, was the sub- 
ject of acoverstory entitled, “YoYo Pa—The West 
Virginia Connection” in the local newspaper-style 
monthly publication Graffiti, published in Char- 
leston, W.Va., by editor Michael Lipton. 

Aseparate story, by “Alpo” (a nom de plume?}, 
includes an interview with “West Virginia’s 
premier filmmaker,” Danny Boyd, who recalls 
winning a Duncan yo-yo contest when he was a 
sophomore in high school. 

“We'd stay up half the night coming up with 
tricks,” the main article quotes Marvin Akers. “I 
was young. We traveled thorough all the states. 
One time when I was in Nebraska, the ice had built 
up about a foot and the car hit a big rut and spun 
around — just like a yo-yo. 

“Another time, Bamey and I were at a theaterin 
San Francisco. They wouldn't let us park on the 
street, So we had to park ina garage. And wouldn't 
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you know it, some yoyos stole my camera,” Mar- 
vin Akers told Michael Lipton. 

Danny Boyd is the producer-director of 
“Chillezs,” “Invasion of the Space Preachers” and 
“Paradise Park,” recalled: 

“There was a notice up at the 7-11 on Winchester 
Awenue near school that the Duncan yoyo man 
was going o be there and there would be a contest 
at lunchtime. The Duncan guy was kind of a 
traveling salesman sort of guy who worked out of 
the trunk of his car” 

Lipton recalls that he was nervous at first, but 
finally calmed down enough to whip successfully 
through all the tricks. “I won the contest and got 
a patch,” he remembers. 

And, yes, he still plays with the yo-yo. 


Mag Highlights Story 
of Mr. Roy, the President 
and the Yo-Yo 


We've heard the story many times, but we never 
tire of hearing it 

That's why we were intrigued when Steve Sal- 
berg sent us a clip from the March 12 issue of 


The story, “This Ole House,” tells the story of 
Ryman Auditorium, home of Nashville’s Grand 
Ole Opry from 1943 to 1974, when it was replaced 
by the Opry’s new (and present) home. 

On the opening night, the guest of honor was 
Watergate-plagued Richard Nixon. 

When the King of County Music, Roy Acuff, 
asked him toplay the piano, he complied, then “to 
the delight of the crowd, he pulled a yo-yo 
(Acuff’s trademark) from his pocket and added, ‘I 
haven't even learned to play this thing!’ the article 


“It was a rare moment of levity that year for the 
embattled Nixon, who in his 21 minutes on stage 
brightened visibly. ‘Ill stay here and try to learn 
how to use the yo-yo,’ he laughingly suggested to 
Acuff, ‘and you go and be President’ Then 
every one sang as he played ‘God Bless America.’” 


Smothers Brothers’ 
Concert Schedule 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers through August. Please 
check your local listings for further information. 

June 1-6, Desert Inn, Las Vegas 

June 16, Pickard Auditorium, Neenah, Wisc. 

June 18, Midlands, Mich. (tentative) 

June 19, Ann Arbor (tentative) 

July 16-17, Symphony, Cincinnati, Ohio 

July 19-24, Grand Palace, Branson, Mo. 

Aug. 5, Victorville, Calif. 

For the latest details of the Smothers Brothers 
concert appearances, call the Yo-Yo Times News 
Hotline every couple of weeks at 703/715-6191. 


[ TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We'll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven't overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-Dulging 
folder. 

Piease note that tricks in the newsletter are 
Primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter. 


However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscripdon as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yoyo to continue developing as the greatest = all 
toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right: 
handed yoist. If you're left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


Five Tricks 


Jeremiah Dawson 


Alexandria, Va. 

One of Bonnie Matthews’ (see her letter in the 
LETTERS section) Yo Cobras writes of Jeremiah: 
“He is a first-year Yo Cobra. lam sending you five 
tricks he brought in today. He must have been busy 
over spring break.” 

She also explains: “The terms ‘strong hand’ and 
‘weak hand’ are terms I teach the students during 
our ball-handling unit. 

“Strong hand’ means ‘the hand you use to 
write.’ ‘Weak hand’ is the hand you don’t use to 
write.” 


“The Pennant” ‘ 

Throw a hard sleeper. Using the pointer ite 
of your left (or weak) hand, pull the string to the 
heft 

Use the little finger of your right hand to pull the 
String (several inches below your left pointer 
finger) to your right, pulling the string into an 
elongated triangle shape, so that iit looks like a 
pennant. 

These moves are similar to the beginning of 
“The Confederate Flag.” 


“Cat’s Eye” 

Throw a hard sleeper. Form a “C” with your 
thumb and pointer finger of your left hand. 

Put the string over the “C.” Using your nght 
thumb, pull the string to your right. Twist the left- 
hand “C” away from you, so your pointer finger 
is pointing downward. You will have formed an 
hourglass, and tumed it on its side, soit looks like 
a pair of cat’s eyes. Go immediately into... 


“Cat’s Eye Watches the Baby” 

After forming the “Cat’s Bye” (above), tum the 
hourglass-shaped figure so your throwing hand is 
on the top, with the hourglass pattem of string. 
Swing the spinning yo-yo through the bottom half 
of the hourglass. 


“Roman Numeral IV” 

After throwing the “Pennant,” tum it sideways 
s0 the long pointed end is on the bottom, forming 
a “V.” Let the yo-yo hang down beside it. To the 
audience, you have formed an “IV” figure. (To 
you, it will look like a “VI.”) 

[Editor's addendum: If you're left handed, 
you'll have formed a “VI.” If you are the sort of 
performer who can get away with comy jokes and 
your audience contains adults who have a 


Cranse trom a verety of cotors 


AD-})., osooocoeon 


Uses these fun cetting cards to promote your business, 
organization, secie! event, or yoursett! 


Ad-Yo's Offer @ ful 146" = (S 


apace while creating fun and chesenge! ' 
* White. high-impect plastic 

+ Attached string (ee) 

* Your logo hot etsemped on te 


winy! colored discs. r 
Call tor soatel 
(602) 623-9981 


‘THE KLUIZ YO-YOBOOK 68.95 
A complete compendium of 


yo-yo. 


Tom Kuhn yo-yos. Fora free 
catalogue, write Klutz Preas, 2170 


familiarity with formal wear, you might be able to 
squeeze a laugh out of this comment “There you 
have it, the number six! Now, I'd like to show you 
a formal trick. I call it ‘formal’ ‘cause it’s After 
Six.” Then perform any trick at all.] 


“Find the Three X’s” 

This one is somewhat difficult to describe in 
print but it is not difficult to perform if you know 
“The Confederate Flag.” 

Form a “Confederate Flag” with your pointer 
and middle —— only on each -hand. (A four- 
finger flag.) 

Next, hook the string again with your left and 
“right hands making 4 reguiarsize six-finger“Con-_ 
federate Flag” overlapping with the smaller four- 
finger flag. An interesting pattem of triangles will 
appear between your fingers. 


“The $200 Yo-Yo Trick” 

This trick is from your editor and will probably 
havea short life as the country moves on toits next 
mega-crisis. Try it while it’s hot 

Hold up your yo-yo and tell your audience that 
you paid $200 far youryo-ya, Wait for their reac- 
tion of disbelief. Explain with great sincerity that 
this is a presidential yo-yo, and that “I will now 
demonstrate ‘The $200 Yo-Yo Trick.’ Please hald 
all departing and landing air traffic. [Pause.] 
Thank you.” 

Then perform “Shoot the Moon” several times, 
passing the yo-yo close to yourearas if the yo-yo 
is trimming your hair 

As it passes by, make comments such as, “A lit- 
tle shorter around the ears, please....One more 
time....Ahhhh, that’s much better” 

(iy to avoid hitting yourself, but ifyou do, you 
can say, “I feceel your pain.”) 

Hold your yo-yo as you pause and model your 
new “haircut.” Ask the audience, “How do you 
like it?” 

You can play this one up as much as you dare. 
This trick is especially popular among 
Republicans and Perot supporters. 


; LETTERS 


Send Your Letters, Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber with all letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
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to youif we have questions. We will not print your 
address unless you ask us to or if your letter states 
or implies that you would like to hear from other 
waders. 


Not Often Enough 
Enclosed is my check for a two-year renewals. 


YOMEGA 
NEW! TWO-TONE MIXERS 


Red, green and blue mixed-color sides 
With the patented Yomega "Brain" 
$8.95 each. 

THE ORIGINAL 
YOMEGA-THE YO-YO 
WITH A BRAIN® 
Clear with “Glow” clutches. $11.95 each. 
GEMINI GYRO® 
Patented “transaxle* yo-yo 
Transforms to patented top 
Spins up to 5 minutes! 
Includes 3 flash disks. 

Specify red or black yo-yo. 
$9.95 each. 
FIREBALL™ (transaxle) Yo-Yo 

Glear with red, orange or black’caps. 
$6.95 each 
YOMEGA RAIDER™ 
Unique high-performance 
roller-bearing yo-yo! 
Record-breaking spins combined 
with responsive handling. 
Genuine black leather hoister. 
$24.95 each. 


Phone orders for 
Visa/Mastercard only ($20 
minimum): 1-800-338-8796 

Send check/money order to: 
Yomega Corp.-YR 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


(Mention "Yo-Yo Times” 
and receive FREE shipping!) 


Now available from Yo-Yo Times 
The Playmaxx Pro-Yo 
Take-Apart Yo-Yo 
with brass axle 
Limited Time Only 
$8.50 each 


Each yo-yo comes with of 3 extra strings, 
2 wooden axles piace wheel nut. 
instruction sheet with each order. 

E,dre brass ades, 75 cents each 
Extra wooden axdes, 50 cents each 
Extra strings, 3 pet pack, 50 cents 
Prease add $2.00 S & H per order 

.00 


add $4 
Send your check today to: 
Yo-Yos, Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519-YYS 
Herndon, VA 22070 
For credit card orders, 
call our circulation line 
703-715-6118 


The only thing I can find wrong with Yo-Yo Times 
is that it doesn’t came out often enough, but I 
guess it takes time to gather material to print. 
Keep on yoing. 
Stan Kellogg 
San Diego 


Likes New Format 
I like the new format with individual sheets 
stapled together 
After I pull out the staple, the newsletter goes 
into my notebook easier 
Bob Jackson 
Seattle, Wash. 


Collects Wooden Tops 
My brother collects wooden spinning tops. If 
you know any other collector or contact, I’d sure 
appreciate a lead. 
John McCQuure 
109 Hillside Dr W. 
Oelevin, lowa 50662 


Asks for Information on Freestyle 

I enjoyed the last issue of Yo-Yo Times. I have 
some ideas for future issues. 

A freestyle routine seems to be the up-and-com- 
ing event. I really enjoy watching freestyle and I 
look forward to having some time to create my 
Own routine. 

Perhaps you could run an article on creating a 
freestyle routine. What do you look for in music? 
Which tricks should you include? Could you sug- 
gest a couple of combinations to get the creative 
juices flowing? Is the two-minute time limit ab- 
solute, or can you vary it a few seconds either 
way? 

Maybe Dennis Cramer or someone else ex- 
perienced with this style of yoing could write this 
article foryou. Oryou could take suggestions and 
articles from a variety of performers. 

T enjoy the contest news. However, I would love 
to know the tricks needed for each division. I 
believe all contests are not standardized. Right? 

You might also want to include a report of the 
10 basic tricks used in Duncan contests. 

T would like to see you continue the registration 
of stage names. It might be easier if names were 
registered by state orregion. I’m sure there is plen- 
ty of duplication among all the yoets. Perhaps you 
could seil certificates of registration to “protect” 
your stage name. 

The Yo Cobras (the yo-yo club at our schoo!) are 
being encouraged to create stage names. About 
five of us have so far I hope to be able to intro- 
duce them during our yo show by their stage 
names. 

We are fund-raising in earnest now for our trip 
to the Nostheastem Championships. We have a 
long way to go but we have a good start. We plan 
a raffle, car wash and bake sale, in addition tosell- 
ing yo-yos, lollipops and yo licenses. Keep your 
fingers crossed forus. Doyou have any other ideas 
for fund raising? 

The Yo Cobras will be giving two demonstra- 
tions in May —one to a senior citizen group and 
One to a community association. Each group re- 
quested the demonstration and perhaps they will 
Gonate to our fund-raising for the Vermont trip. 

My supervisor asked me to write an article far 
Our physical education newsletter about how J 
began to yo and how the Yo Cobras began. I gave 
Yo-YoTimes a plug. 

Bonnie Matthews 
Cameron Blementary School 
Alexandria, Va. 

[The writeris a phys ed teacherat the school and 

is the faculty sponsor of the Yo Cobras.] 


Breaking in a New Axle 

I'd like to thank you foryour unflagging dedica- 
tion in putting out such a quality rag as Yo-Yo 
Times. My own relationship with the yo-yo 
progresses in fits and starts. I’ll play constantly for 
a week or so and then wait for the swelling to go 
Gown and the blisters to heal (only a slight exag- 
geration). 

Sa, the concentrated enthusiasm in Yo-YoTimes 
is like Christmas four times a year, and I hurry to 
dig out a yo-yo and try the new tricks and so on. 

One strange thing is that aftera week or two or 
(heaven forbid!) a month without yoing, I find that 
I'm usually much better than when I put the thing 
down. 

My subconscious must be hard at work trying to 
figure out why I couldn’ t land it on the string per- 

9 


One possible problem I have noticed with the 
Me Pro-Yo take-apart yo-yo from Playmaxx is 
this: I generally have several yo-yos broken in at 
a time. I have one in a pocket of each jacket, one 
in my backpack, one in the desk drawer at work 
and soon. Sometimes these tend tosit in ane place 
for weeks at a stretch, sometimes exposed to 
temperature extremes if I leave one in the car 

So far after this rather harsh field testing, I find 
that the lobe (not the wooden axle) that the brass 
axle screws onto has a tendency to deform some- 
what so that the brass axle is no longer perpen- 
dicular to the plane of the plastic lobe. 

At least, this is what I think happens after play- 
ing mix and match with three or four Pro- Yos. Has 
any body else had a similar experience? . 

So, as you can see, I consider myself an expert 
On Tuining yo-yos, having engaged in quasi-con- 
trolled ex periments as explained above, as well as 
determining how many times thase cheap Dun- 
cans need to be dropped before the lobe/axle joint 


~ Joosens causing the string gap to expand spon- 


taneously (not man). 

From experience, I would like to give a word of 
waming conceming the Yo-Tip on breaking in 
wooden axles (Spring 1993). 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: For those of you who 
missed it, the tip, “How to Break ina New Wooden 
Axle,” from Lew Newmeyer, of Silver Spring, 
Md., suggests that you Hook the finger end of the 
string around a doorknob, and pull the otherend — 
the loase end—of the string with one hand. Lay 
the yo-yo On top of the string. Wrap the string 
around the yo-yo one time. Hold the string slight- 
ly taut and pull the yo-yo up and down the string 
several times to wear a slight groove in the axle.] 

The problem is that you could wear an uneven 
groove in the yo-yo's axle if you hold the yo-yoin 
the same position throughout the entire process. 

Instead, the solution is to rotate the yo-yo slight- 
ly each time you slide it along the string. 

This rotation will produce a more even groove 
in the axle. 

I'd also like to make a comment on the Yomega 
Fireball, a transaxle, long-spinning yo-yo. 

I ran into somebody on the street playing with 
one a while ago, and it seemed like a great yo-yo. 
Unfortunately I wasn’t able to find one in any 
stores anywhere. 

I finally resorted to mail ordering one directly 
from the company. Of course, I was careful to 
mention Yo-Yo Times 10 ar 12 times. 

Greg Anderson 
Berkeley, Calif. 


SmoBro Tapes, $1.99 

Regarding the SmoBro Yo-Yo Video mentioned 
in the Fall 1992 issue of Yo-Yo Times: The video 
is being sold at the “Just Closeouts” stores in the 
Cleveland, Ohio, area for only $1.99! 


Page 6 - Yo-Yo Times /Summer 1993 


I bought 40 of them and resold them at cost to 
friends at work. 
If you are passing through Cleveland, look for 
them 
David Hoshor 
Hudson, Ohio 
[David—Thanks for the tip. We've heard of 
other stores across the country selling the video at 
these close-out prices. Anyone else have details?) 


SPIN TOPS 


Top Spinners’ Survey 
Planned 


by Don Olney 

One of my major interests along with collecting 
Spinning tops of all kinds is collecting information 
about the history of peg top spinning, especially 
in the US. 

Peg tops had been a very important rite of spring 
in early America, with top games, informal com- 
petitions and top tricks playing an important 
childhood role along with sports such as kites, 
marbles and baseball. 

‘The introduction of the yo-yo made the spinning 
top a much less popular toy, 

‘The peg top just took a lot mare work to get even 
the basics down. 

In the early 1960s, Jim Schreiber, a Christian 
minister and @ very accomplished top performer, 
convinced Duncan to introduce spinning tops as 
part of its line. 

Jim taught some of the Duncan folks to spin 
some mean top tricks, and the Duncan 
demonstrators went on from there todevelop even 
more tricks based on their skills with the yo-yo. 

For the next 2 1/2 yeais, from early 1963 through 
mid-1965, when Duncan went broke, the peg top 
experienced a brief revival, with contests held al! 
over the country. 

Flambeau, successor to Duncan, tried to market 
tops, too, but TV advertising would only produce 
brief interest, not a sustainable market. 

Today, only a small handful of people still spin 
tops. There is quite a bit of interest in the 
Southwest, where a large Mexican popula- 
tion sustains an interest in peg tops, but tops 
are pretty well gone in the rest of the country. 

In Mexico, at least two companies still 
send out demonstrators to sell tops. 

I have been collecting infirmation about 
people who still actively pursue top spin- 
ning, and my total list is under 40 people. 

T have developed a questionnaire designed 
to collect as much current and historical in- 
formation a6 possible about the people who 
have in the past and still do play with this 
wonderful toy. 

If you or anyone you know would like to 
help me with this survey, please contact me 
at The Toycrafier, 1237 E. Main St, 
Rochester, NY 14609, 1-800-433-8097, fora 
copy of the questionnaire. 

We are aiso developing a second survey 
that will be aimed at collecting information 
about the many games that used to be played 
with peg tops. 

If you remember playing with tops as a 
child, please contact me to take part of that 
survey when it is ready. 


Bring on the ‘Toons 


This issue we continue to share with you 


the works of two professional cartoonists who sent 
us a bunch of yo-yo cartoons recently. 

They are Joseph Bore of Bore’s Funny Factory, 
Ciifford Beach, N.J., and Bill Shelly, Surfside 
Beach, S.C. 

We're also including, for the third time, the yo- 
yo sketches of Teresa Howley of Ithaca, N.Y. 

If you are a cartoonist, we invite you to submit 
your cartoons. We can’t pay you anything for 
them, but if we use them we'll be sure to give you 
credit for your contributions. Be sure to keep a 
copy of every cartoon you send us because we 
can’t guarantee that we'll be able to retum them 
toyou. 


Seen Any Good Cartoons? 


We really appreciate it when our readers send us 
cartoons about the yo-yo that they've seen in the 
national media. We wish we could reproduce them 
in our newsletter, but to do so we'd have to pay 
some enormous fees, which we can hardly afford. 

However, we can quote the essence of the car- 
toons without getting into trouble, so here we go: 

The “Wizard of Id” on Feb. 5 had The Spook 
(the guy imprisoned for some never-named indis- 
cretion such as burping in public) says to the 
jailkeeper, “I was awake all night, wandering how 
the yo-yo got its name.” 

In the next panel, the jailer says, “What would 
you have called it?” To which The Spook replies, 
«...looks like another sleepless night coming up.” 

A four-panel “Nancy” on Jan. 2 has Nancy 
throw down her yo-yo in panel one. “Look!,” she 
says. “A yo-yo.” The yo-yo stays down, prompt- 
ing Sluggo to say in panel two, “Ayo-yo is sup- 
posed to go up and down. Yours just went down.” 
In panel three, Nancy studies her yo-yo at rest on 
the floor In panel four, she says, “Look! Ayo!” 


The Dec. 29 “Lockhoms” shows the husband ~ 


and wife team (they should better be called “ad- 
versaries,” because they’ re always fighting) visit- 
ing a marriage counseloc The husband is playing 
with a yo-yo. The disgusted wife tells the coun- 
selor, “Leroy never takes anything seriously.” 


tf You Don’t Get Your Issue 


Believe it ornot, we occasionally hear from our 
readers that they have not received their issues. 

We have been putting the issues in the mail 
regularly as promised, but they aren’t always get- 
ting delivered. 

How do you know if you have missed an issue? 
Mark your calendar with the following dates, 
which are the goals we are shooting to get the is- 
sues in the mail: 

SUMMER 1993 issue (the one you are holding 
now), went in the mail about June 1. 

FALL 1993 issue, goes in the mail about Sept. 
20. 
WINTER 1993 issue, goes in the mail about 
Dec. 6. 

We mail by First Class, therefore deliveries 
should be within a few days on the East Coast and 
no more than a week orso.on the West Coast 

If you haven't received your issue in accord with 
this schedule, call our “Yo-Yo Times News Hot- 
line” at 703-715-6191. We will include informa- 
tion on the Hotline telling you when the issue 
actually went into the mail. If you still haven’t 
received the issue, leave us a message on the Hot- 
line and, if necessary, we'll send you a replace- 
ment issue. 


“YYT” Deadlines for 1993; 
Mark Your Calendar 


Picase mark your calendar with the following 
deadlines for X)-Y Times advertisers: 

FALL 1993 issue: Commitment deadline, Sept. 
3; copy deadline, Sept 8; to printer, Sept. 13; in 
the mail, Sept. 20. Holiday shopping issue (for 
early shoppers). 

WINTER 1993 issue: Commitment deadline, 
Nov. 19; copy deadline, Nov. 26; to printer, Nov. 
29; in the mail, Dec. 6. (for last-minute shoppers). 

If you have a story for us, please have it in our 
hands at least TWO DAYS BEFORE THE COPY 
DEADLINE stated for each issue. 


Yo-Yos are “Hot” 


Yo-yos were ane of the “Hot” toys, accord- 
ing to The Toy Book, an industry publica- 
tion. In its November 1992 and January 1993 
edition, The Toy Book stated that yo-yas are 
in. The January 1993 issue confirmed it. 

Ina full-page list of “What's Hot! Nation- 
al Best Sellers” in toys, yo-yos appeared on 
the list of “Non TV-promoted toys” in posi- 
tion number 13 in November, number 14 in 
January and number 15 in March 1993. 

Alas, but yo-yos appeared nowhere at all 
on the list in the April and May 1993 issues. 

These lists are compiled “based on a sur- 
vey conducted of retailer and wholesale dis- 
tributors,” The Toy Book says. 

What does al! this mean? 

For one thing, it probably means that yo- 
yos are no longer most popular in the 
Springtime. 

What it doesn’t mean (we hope) is that yo- 
yos have been relegated to near-oblivion 
again, which is where they were in the late 
1960s through the early 1980s. Not if we can 
help it! 
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THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”)are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

Xo-Yo Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

COLLECTOR wants to purchase old yo-yos 
and related items. Top dollars paid. Steve, 
209/368-3458; 2416 W. Tumer Rd., Lodi, CA 
95242. 

YO-YOs TO GO™ has collectibles to trade or 
sell. Get started collecting with our "Coke "yo- 


yo set of 5 for $30, or our metal yo-yo set of 
10 for $45, all different. When you buy both 
sets from this ad, you receive free additional 
yo-yo. Shipping and Handling based upon 
your state. Make checks or money orders 
payable to “Horizons Unlimited.” Write to 535 
N. Hutchins St, Lodi, CA 95240, 209/367- 
1956. 

“MR. YO-YO" STATUETTE WANTED: Will 
pay generous amount for Duncan Mr. Yo-Yo 
wooden statuette. Warren Dotz, 2999 Regent 
St, Berkeley, CA 94705. 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, col- 
tections and old yo-yo memorabilia. List con- 
ditions and prices. Lucky Meisenheimer, 
Suite 105, 7300 Sandiake Commons Bivd., 
Orlando, FL 32819, 407/354-0478. 


(packaged), Goody Filipino Twirler (under- 
sized beginner's), Festiva! Basebail (several, 
new). Chris Cook, W. 2932 Sanson, 
Spokane, WA 99205, 509/326-0421. 
JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, © 
Encino, CA 91316 or cail collect 818/887- 
9689. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 


New Renewal Procedures 


We are trying to change all of our paid subscriptions so they will end 

on the same date. 
9 

Because handling renewals is one of the most tedious of aj! tasks in 
the world! 

We'd much rather spend our time practicing new tricks and perfarm- 
ing for and teaching kids. 

The complete transition will probably take a couple of years, but 
basically what we’! do is bill all renewals on a sliding scale based on 
the current expiration month plus an additional per-issue payment to 
bring the expiration date so that all subscriptions will expire in the 
same month of the year 

‘We've figured the sliding renewal scale this way: 

Your subscription costs $12 for ane year, $18 for two years and $24 
for three years, which makes the cost of a single issue $4, $2.25 and 
$2, respectively. 

If you check the chart below, you'll be able tocalculate your renewal 
cast based on the expiration 4ate of your subscription: 

(To simplify calculations, we've dropped any total ending in $.25 
and rounded $50 and $.75 up to the next dollar) 

(We have circled the category your subscription falls into.) 
if your subscription And you want to renew for: 


expires (see label): 1 year 2years 3 years 
Before 6/93 $24 25 30 
6/93 $ 20 23 28 
8/93 $ 16 20 26 
10/93 or 12/93 $12 18 24 
2/94 $ 24 25 30 


If yours is a new subscription, please make your check out as fol- 
lows: 


Subscription Subscription is for 
begins with: lyear 2years 3 years 
Winter issue $ 24 25 30 
Spring issue $ 20 23 28 
Summer issue $16 20 26 
Fall issue $12 18 24 


‘Yes, 5 you may have noticed, a two- or three-year subscription is 
your best bargain. When you subscribe for the longer period of time, 
you save us a considerable amount of time and expense in sending out 
renewal notices. We’ re more than happy toshare this savings with you. 

What happens if, for example, you are a new (or renewing) sub- 
scriber and you don’t get the word about these new arrangements? 

For new subscribers, we'll send out renewal notices early on and try 
to get you into the cycle. 

For renewing subscribers, we hope we’ ll be able to catch up with 
you on the next cycle. 

Incidentally, if your subscription ends in the 12th month of the year 
(e.g., 12/93), it means yours is a complimentary subscription. We do 
give out a few complimentary subscriptions, primarily to joumalists 
plus a few friends of the yo-yo (such as a retired yo-yo pro who may 
be living on a limited income). Anyone who is receiving acomplimen- 
tary subscription who feels so inclined is invited to become a paid sub- 
scriber! Use the renewal amount forthe 10th month/Fall renewals/new 
subscription. 


Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 
COCA-COLA ADVERTISER yo-yos, made 
by Russell for Coca-Cola Co. in Mexico for 
promotions. Good quality. “Black Master,” 
gold printing, $12.50. “Red and Lucite Super,” 
white printing, $10.50. Prices include 
postage. Don Meeker, P.O. Box 507, Hol- 
lister, MO 65672, 417/334-1859. 

FOR SALE: American Spinners Yo-Yo Co. 
Contact Bill Cress, 26 Worcester Dr., Wayne, 
NJ 07470. All stock, inventory, logos, etc. for 


YO-YOs WANTED. Tin or 
wood, Duncan, Goody, 
Royal, Cheerio, Flores and 
others. Also, related books, 
patches, pins, trophies, 
strings, advertising, 
memorabilia’ Les Gordon Il, 
6475 E. Boone County 550 
South, Whitestown, IN 
46075-9763, 317/769-3382. 
YO-YO STRING PACKS. 


Duncan, Royal, Hi-Ker and sale. 

WANTED: Yo-Yos and Yo-related items. 
Send your list to Michaei Stiedl, Malzgasse 
1/10, A-1020, Vienna, Austria, Europe. 


Alox. Will sell or trade for old 
yo-yos. John Sievers, 
515/262-0558, 3915 Lay St., 
Des Moines, IA 50317. 

YO-YOs AVAILABLE FOR 
TRADE: Duncan Beginner's 
(several), Duncan Special 
#44, Duncan Tournament 
#77, Duncan '3!' Shemn 


Yo-Yo Times News hotline 
703-715-6191 


tf one of the . 
categories to the 

left of this | oe 
paragraph is \ imstp) = .2 9 
circled, send your 
renewal today to: 


Yo-Yo Times y 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


FIRST CLASS 


PLEASE fORWARD 
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